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Rabindranath Tagore wrote  more than  ninety  Short  stories
during his long and abundant  literary  career. From   1891-1895,
he  wrote 44 short  Stories-nearly  one in a month, In  this  period
he stayed  at  Shelidah  and  Sajadpur to oversee their estate  in
East Bengal, And there is a close realtion§hip between Tagore's

'   short stories of  this  period  and  his experiences  as  a  zamindar

#+`+¥"   in  East  Bengal. TheTagore family  owned  three  p]ar.¥anas (es:
tates)¢in   the  Padma    river   region:  Birahimpur,  Kaligram  and
Sajadpur (all  now  in Bangladesh ). Because  the  said  estates
had previously in danger, Debendranath Sent his son  Rabindranath
there s6 that  the tenants   get the feel   of a   resident landlord,
Another   reason behind   this decision   is   perhaps  he felt   that
practical  experience  would  be  good  for  his  poetically  inclined
youngest  son.

As  a child, Tagore visited   Padm.a once  with   his   brother,
jyotirindranath. But  he was  not very  much acquainted  with thi
region.   After  taking   charge   of the   estates,  he   started   his
isolated  jamidari  life  in  earnest. Shelidah  was  his headquar-•ter§, but  he stayed at Sajadpur and spent many  nights on the

magnificent  family houseboat. Tagore felt lonely  at first  and his
estate-duties  sometimes interfered  his writing  and  thought. But

I    _    __      ,_      _         ,_      _soon  after he began  to love  this
skies. field. sandbanks   and   changing   seasons   inspired    his1   _   -.  __-`_`,`    ` ----  _   __          -

writing   and   served   as   background of   many   of his stories.
Tago.re  himself  explained : "Managing   the  jamidari  gave  me
the    opportunity  to mix  With  various   kinds of  people and this
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reglon   profoundly.  Its rivers,
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''Isriatt^x¢sarhaT

Abul`jBasar, born in 1951 < im;Muishidabad a district of^Wesr Bengal;:
is A one <bf the ^ multifarious writers  in  Bengali+ 1itefachre' till ^ toddy.i
Ih+his `early years of childhood' he`was^ rias^sionate to write >bd€tly
ahd  ha-a written`inany beautiful verses which were used  to' be^
p'ublished on `a regular basis. But ivith the¢passage df time he has:
left wilting poetry and€ €ngag€d himself deeply in whting fictic}¢ri§,`
nowil and `'§hcirt stories. Life has given him ^Vari6us experiences arid
he hias wanted all th6Se experiEnces tb be reflected ih his wiitin<gs.g
The result is 'Phool 86ri' a beautifully brilliant fidion` ca,rna irit6
b€irig and this inide him win' the A«fl«dfl P#fo5fetir iri i988. Afte'f
the htige succe9ss he earned, he began to soar high in, the liteiify`'
S<ky.: But the bath was not the bed of ros.es all the tiine since he;
hyas  faced ^many 'obstacles  while writing the  truth  about th€`
decaying sides of Muslirri ` community. 'Agnibalaka', 'Mainsvari',^:
'Surer Sampan',  'Bhorer' Prostuti',  'Saidabai',  are fe`w  of his

//

brilliantlysketchednovelswhichhaveshowntqueartistry,ofBasar;
a§  a  novelist. The  river trio-Bhagirathi:Padma-Bhafrab,  th€'i^i;
cdlorirful  banks  wiith `peobl€  9f various  cbmmunity  ip,d€
professions~all ` riave -becoque ceritral to his writings and p!ayFq;
an important role in forming>the plot of his stories.

Basarhas+introducedanewhorizoninfhisshottstori,es.rie;h-                    <                --..         1¢`      `   i ,,,,I,t*tl,*®~   ,~',--_.___  _   _    _                                                            a,                     ',9

ap.eri€nc€d , life very deeply. Village to €ity,  Hindu:rfeusiim iive$6,,
1¢,i

religious ,and  atheism  ?a¢h  and  ?verything  get  reflected
simultaneou¢sly.  H,is¢ d?ep  attachm<ent  to  the <soil+ of vil<lag€¢ and¢

i §+meH  of nature,  his  actiwi* pQlitical~life  hav€  prad`€  9hin}~ e+ qu€*`

humanbeingwhocanlistentothe^sad,soun;dsofpeopl€€groanipg,
¢

inpainandanguish.,,PivisivePoliricsapd<+riftin#^ndhun!a`n^r€lati{on¢,

hurthim very much.  He always hopes for unity ahmgpgjpeople
iqrre§pecti¥e~o,fcast€sandtreed,apdtrie¢toreupiteTpepplethrough

..`--i     --i                ,       -,     p

£1
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