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Ah“r“mreat deal to literature and many literary artists preoccupied
themselves with historical materials, They show us both the environment and factors
that affects people and values which dominate the very spirit of individual as well as
contemporary social setup, Far from reflecting what happened to the society, these
writings become the best emblem of historical realism. In Indian Context, the
writings of Munshi Preamchand are of those kinds. Preamchand is considered to be
the first Hindi author whose writings prominently featured realism. His both Urdu
and Hindi works depict a rationalistic outlook. Many of his short stories and novels
provide accurate and detailed knowledge of socio-economic life of poor and urban
middle class people. They also present the picture of colonial exploitation, the social
stratification, communal harmony and economic circumstances of a perfectly definite
historical moment. He started with the writing of an article in ‘Zamana' (a monthly
magazine) in 1905, and expressed his anti-colonial attitude by supporting Nationalist-
Extremist activism. Then. one by one, by the means of short stories (viz. Duniya Ka
Sabse Anmol Raran, Soz-e-Watan) he had shown his patriotic overtones and prop up
the cause of Indian Independent Movement. On the other hand, his novels like
Hamkhurma-o-Hamsavab, Nirmala. Pratigya raised the various women issues like
child marriage, widowhood & widow remarriage, prostitution, dowry etc in a detailed
manner than had been exhibited in any earlier Hindi writings. His masterpiece
Rangbhumi ( 1924) and Godaan (1936) is more realistic in historical sense. These two
novels illustrate the deplorable and exploitative condition of peasant in the decade of
1930s under colonial rule. Hence, this paper would like to investigate - how
Preamchand's writings are relevant to the historicism, and - how much his writings
reflect the accurate historical facts.
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INTRODUCTION

Historical realism requires the writer’s critical
knowledge of historicist who has a deferent
interpretation of the historical events. Both the realist

not only in its great struggle for freedom from the
powerful and pervasive British Empire, but also in
search of its identity on which its right to freedom and
nationhood could be based. This search, by its very

and modernist writers wanted to reflect the very
changes in their societies in their own ways. Moreover,
literary works tend to reflect a specific historical
moment that is of great significance to the writer or the
world in which he lives. In that way history is of great
deal to literature and many literary artists preoccupied
themselves with historical materials [3]. Dhanpat Rai,
widely known as Munshi Premchand, a great Indian
writer of modern times, had wise sense of observation
and depiction of historical events. Though he is not
considered as historian in terms of scientific historical
writing, however his writings depict enumerable
historical occurrences with high accuracy. He used
literature for the purpose of arousing public awareness
about national and social issues, Within the framework
of colonial society, Premchand was highly influenced
by the contemporary stream of Indian nationalism and
nationalist movements. Premchand's entire adult life
Was passed during the period when India was engaged

nature, had to be more cultural, moral, and spiritual than
political. The leaders of thought and opinion from Ram
Mohun Roy, Dayanand, Gopal Krishna Gokhale and
Vivekdnand to Tilak, Gandhi, and Nehru are therefore
preoccupied with issues of this nature. Prem Chand
was deeply alive to the trends of thought represented by
these thinkers and they become live issues in his fiction
and novels [4]. Some of his finest writings, written in
the last 20 years of his life, show the influences of
Mahatma Gandhi, Madame Blavatsky, Mrs. Annic
Besant and the Russian Revolution (1907). Moreover.
his choice of subjects were of those burning issues
which to be considered historically very important, viz.
child marriage, widowhood, the rampant systems of
dowry, untouchability, prostitution, the problems of
landless labourers, feudal system, the offshoot of
colonial land reform settlements, the plight of deprived
sections of the society, the moral and material
corruption of the capitalists as well as various agents of
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ABSTRACT:

Pro-poor tourism is a new concept of tourism geography that featuring new idea in tourism that has been creating
employment and generate a self help affiliate to improve socio-economic status of poor people by eradicates
poverty. It is to increase communicate line between the tourism trades and native poor people that’s native poor
people improve their self-sufficient income. It is a decision making process that can access or develop any one of
local people. small company, small lodge and local tourist operator. The essentials salient feature are not a type
of company or not a type tourist operator, the local people direct involve the poor local people and benefits from
tourism. There are not needed a lot of money investment, just a few money invest and more and more benefits or
profits earn from this tourism. The main objectives of this paper that to enlighten brief concept about Pro-poor
tourism, to highlight the tourist spots attraction in Murshidabad district, to elaborate human livelihood through
the GDI and HDI and through the Pro-poor tourism in this area economic development of the local people is
incredible. The data base mainly, primary data have been collected from the field survey and secondary data
collected from various books, journals, internet, webpage, different govt. office. In general hypothesis, the higher
value of composite index so also tourist potential is higher. The analysis may vary from person to person based
on the individual choice and interest. This paper relates tourism development for good of living livelihood, living
standard and wellbeing of poor rural people which may achieve by a set of effectiveness, participant, and earnest
cobwebby of rural work force for development of tourism potential areas.

KEYWORDS: Benefits, Creating employment, Development, Tourism Potential.

INTRODUCTION:

Pro-poor tourism is a new branch of tourism geography.
It’s mean improve the economic earn of native people in
the developing country. It is to increase communicate
line between the tourism trades and native poor people
that’s native poor people improve their self-sufficient
income. It is a decision making process that can access
or develop any one of local people, small company,
small lodge and local tourist operator.

The essentials salient feature are not a type of company
or not a type tourist operator, the local people direct
involve the poor local people and benefits from tourism.
There are not needed a lot of money investment, just a
few money invest and more and more benefits or profits
earn from this tourism (Binns, T. and Nel, E. 2002)!, “It
is one of the important approaches for the development
of backward and poor classes of the society in the
underdeveloped and developing countries of the world. It
does not only strengthen local economy but also engage
people in work participation actively with interest and
devotion. This sort of approach from those people is an
important indicator in societal and economic
development of an area. Pro-poor tourism helps poor
people of the society to acquire a new identity of
livelihood and survival, and to get proper honor in so
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Gandhi and Fasting: An Analytical Review

Firoj High Sarwar*

In the present era, not only India but other parts of the World are witnessing reqular
socio-political upheavals and mass protests, often in the form of violence. Violence is
now the ‘new normal’ in our society. In this environment, the ideals of Mahatma Gandhij
particularly non-violence remind us of the charisma of his historic method of protest,
passive resistance (satyagraha). It tells us how a man by fasting, as a part of satayagrahg,
could change the course and outcome of movements, by his own self-sacrifice withoyt
a fig of violence, chaos and bloodshed. Here, my paper entitled Gandhi and Fasting: An
Analytical Review, is a study mainly revolving around the backdrop and main events of
Gandhin fasting. The paper has tried to establish the possibilities and efficacies of fasting
as a means of protest even in present day situations, where violence is the first chojce
of any protest. | have started with how Gandhi experimented with his fasting and how
he subsequently converted this means of self-restraint or penance to the most possible
way of conducting passive resistance against socio-political injustices. Besides, the paper
looks into the historical preface of fasting and its significance to Gandhian resistances.

Keywords: Fasting, Non-violence, Satyagraha, Self-restraint, Communal harmony

I. INTRODUCTION
“The self-sacrifice of one innocent man is a million times more potent that the
sacrifice of a million men who die in the act of killing others”(Young India, 12

February 1925: 60).

The present era of political mayhem and communal tension, often materialised
through violence, always reminds us of the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi. In recent days,
both India and other parts of the World, are witnessing a very unhealthy socio-political
atmosphere and the victimisation of minority and comparatively weaker sections of
the society. Not only the politically powered communal groups but also the state’s
apparatuses are acting as the main instruments for this crisis. On the other side, as a
repercussion, the marginalised mass is moving from here to there, observing protest,
even sometimes indulging in violence to get justice as best as they can. Unfortunately,
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Multiple Voices in Tagore's Short Stories

Atanu Ghosh

Rabindranath Tagore wrote more than ninety short stories
during his long and abundant literary career, From 18?1-18?5,
he wrote 44 short stories-nearly one in a month. In this period
he stayed at Shelidah and Sajadpur to oversee their estate in
East Bengal. And there is a close realtionship between Tagore's
short stories of this period and his experiences as a zamindar
in East Bengal. The Tagore family owned three parganas (es-
tates).in the Padma river region: Birahimpur, Kaligram and
Sajadpur (all now in Bangladesh ). Because the said estates
had previously in danger, Debendranath sent his son Rabindranath
there so that the tenants get the feel of a resident landlord.
Another reason behind this decision is perhaps he felt that
practical experience would be good for his poetically inclined
youngest son.

As a child, Tagore visited Padma once with his brother,
Jyo_tirlndranath. Blft he was not very much acquainted with this
region. After taking charge of the estates, he started his
'ISOIatEdt l:mldtafl Iclife In earnest. Shelidah was his headquar-
::rs, ]3 ente fs a)_rle hat Sajadpur and spent many nights on the
esEtlgtnel-:uties as';"'nyet.ouse'boat, Tagort? felt lonely at first and his
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Rabindranath Tagore wrote more than ninety short stories
during his long and abundant literary career, From 1891-1895,
he wrote 44 short stories-nearly one in a month. In this period
he stayed at Shelidah and Sajadpur to oversee their estate in
East Bengal. And there is a close realtionship between Tagore's
short stories of this period and his experiences as a zamindar
in East Bengal. The Tagore family owned three parganas (es-
tates).in the Padma river region: Birahimpur, Kaligram and
Sajadpur (all now in Bangladesh ). Because the said estates
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Multiple Voices in Tagore's Short Stories

Atanu Ghosh

Rabindranath Tagore wrote more than ninety short stories
during his long and abundant literary career, From 18?1-18?5,
he wrote 44 short stories-nearly one in a month. In this period
he stayed at Shelidah and Sajadpur to oversee their estate in
East Bengal. And there is a close realtionship between Tagore's
short stories of this period and his experiences as a zamindar
in East Bengal. The Tagore family owned three parganas (es-
tates).in the Padma river region: Birahimpur, Kaligram and
Sajadpur (all now in Bangladesh ). Because the said estates
had previously in danger, Debendranath sent his son Rabindranath
there so that the tenants get the feel of a resident landlord.
Another reason behind this decision is perhaps he felt that
practical experience would be good for his poetically inclined
youngest son.

As a child, Tagore visited Padma once with his brother,
Jyo_tirlndranath. Blft he was not very much acquainted with this
region. After taking charge of the estates, he started his
'ISOIatEdt l:mldtafl Iclife In earnest. Shelidah was his headquar-
::rs, ]3 ente fs a)_rle hat Sajadpur and spent many nights on the
esEtlgtnel-:uties as';"'nyet.ouse'boat, Tagort? felt lonely at first and his

Imes interfered his writing and thought. But
soon after he began to love this reqig i
21 Geld. Gandbank =gion profoundly. Its rivers,
) ’ S and Changln A - .
writing and served g Rossens inopired S
as background of ; i
T hi ge 1) oL Of many of his stories.
agore himself explained : Managin 2 R
the opportunity to mix with yar; P .the JETIS 'geve m'e
flous kinds of people and this
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Multiple Voices in Tagore's Short Stories

Atanu Ghosh

Rabindranath Tagore wrote more than ninety short stories
during his long and abundant literary career, From 1891-1895,
he wrote 44 short stories-nearly one in a month. In this period
he stayed at Shelidah and Sajadpur to oversee their estate in
East Bengal. And there is a close realtionship between Tagore's
short stories of this period and his experiences as a zamindar
in East Bengal. The Tagore family owned three parganas (es-
tates).in the Padma river region: Birahimpur, Kaligram and
Sajadpur (all now in Bangladesh ). Because the said estates
had previously in danger, Debendranath sent his son Rabindranath
there so that the tenants get the feel of a resident landlord.
Another reason behind this decision is perhaps he felt that
practical experience would be good for his poetically inclined
youngest son.

As a child, Tagore visited Padma once with his brother,
Jyotirindranath. But he was not very much acquainted with this
region. After taking charge of the estates, he started his
.isolated jamidari life in earnest. Shelidah was his headquar-
A it sl ook dogii
estate-duties sometimesinterfe gorﬁe f8|t‘|(:Jner < el

red his writing and thought. But
soon after he began to love this region profoundly. Its rivers
skies, field, sandbanks and changing sea i ki
writing and served as back weplcs |ns;?|red -hls
: . ground of many of his stories.

Tagore himself explained : "Managing the i y
the opportunity to mix with Variousgk' e jamidari gave me
inds of people and this
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identity relects its people; history; culture; politics;society, anc
economy, demonstrating itsistrength and unityZin the world

Indiaifonelof] the} oldest¥civilizationsijhas§aSmulti-cultural
character with'a wide varietylof regions, languages; religions

Castes, and classes. These diversified components fostera sensg

of oneness among its inhabitants:

Faspects’ lik:}'gendéijrigh _
politicsyeconomyand race history;thas been a challenge fo
India since ancient timesgIndia su-uggles_iwilh managemen
economic 'distributiunt*sustainabl:‘dew}‘elupmenl,‘social
inequalities, and managing ethnic'and religious diversity-This
hasfled ftoRconflictsfoveriidentities fwhich¥providel:
lopportunity® forfintellectual 'debateon! national Sidentity¥and
multilayeredjidentities mat?manyf_ Indians desirc"‘.ﬂhis boo
Qims to provide a platform forintellectual discourse on Indi
and identity issues, enlightening our knowledge and fostening 2
more inclusive and diverse society:
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Economic Backwardness of Muslims in
Modem Bengal : A Cursory Glance

Biswarup Ganguly

More than 10 percent of World's Muslim population lives in India
which is one of the few countries in the wotld where population

of Muslims is more than 10 crore. The total Muslim population
in India, as recorded in Census 2011, was 17.22 crore which is
14.23 percent of 1otal population. This makes them the second
largest religious group in India after the Hindus and the first major
rcligious minonity. Despite being the largest minority community,
discrimination, social stagnation and educational marginalization
have cumulatively resulted in growing economic backwardness of
the Muslims in large parts of the country.! Economic condition
s one of the vital indices of Human Development of a country.
The cconomic condition of people determines their life standard
and poor economic condition prevents them from their access to
basic facilities like employment, education, health, hygiene etc.

In 2006, the issues related to social, economic and educational
statws of the Muslim Community of India were examined by the
Prime Minister's High Level Committee, Government of India
(Sachar Committee 2006), The Sachar Committee Report placed
West Bengal in the category of worst performing states, and even
in 2020, the status of Muslims in West Bengal has shown linle
improvement.? Their situation is dismal as far as economic
Posperity of the community is concemed and such economic
Marginalization has a long history since colonial era. The socio-
€onomic condition of the Muslims has not been changed much
In independent India.

On parameters like literacy rates, mean years of schooling and
the peicentage of graduates, Muslims lag behind upper caste
Hindus, Hindu OBCs and other religious minarities. They also lag
behind any other social group on counts of land ownership.
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Abul Basar and the Muslims of Bengal : Reading
His Select Short Stories = WS

FORAR Ismail*’Sar"kai;

Abul Basar, born in 1951 in ' Murshidabad a district of West Bengal,
is one of the multifarious writers in Bengali literature till today.
In his early years of childhood he was passionate to write poétry
and had written many beautiful verses which were used to be
published on a regular basis. But with the passage of time he has
left writing poetry and engaged himself deeply in writing fictions,
novel and short stories. Life has given him various experiences and
he has wanted all those experiences to be reflected in his writings.
The result is ‘Phool Bou’ a beautifully brilliant fiction came into
being and this made him win the Ananda Puroskar in 1988. After
the huge success he earned, he began to soar high in the literary
sky. But the path was not the bed of roses all the time since he
has faced many obstacles while writing the truth about the
decaying sides of Muslim community. ‘Agnibalaka’, ‘Marusvarga’,
‘Surer Sampan’, ‘Bhorer Prostuti’, ‘Saidabai’, are few of his
brilliantly sketched novels which have shown true artistry of Basar
as a novelist. The river trio-—Bhagirathi-Padma-Bhairab, their
colourful banks with people of various community and
professions—all have become central to his writings and played
an important role in forming the plot of his stories. o
Basar has introduced a new horizon in his short stories. He has
exp_efiénced life very deeply. Village to city, Hindu-Muslim lives,
religious and atheism each and everything get reflected
simultaneously. His deep attachment to the soil of village and
smell of nature, his active political life have made him a true
who can listen to the sad sounds of people groaning
itics and rift in human relation

hopes for unity among people
ite people through

human being
in pain and anguish, Divisive pol
hurt him very much. He always

irrespective of castes and creed, and tried to reun

<1
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Chapter 14
Orthodoxy in Rituals Creating the Burden
of Tradition and Existential Crisis: A
Critical Reading of U. R. Anantha Murthy’s
Samskara

Ismail Sarkar
University of Kalyani, West Bengal, India

Abstract

Anantha Murthy's Samskara (1965) is an eye-opening novel in Indian literature
in general and Kannada literature in particular. Through the central event of
the death of a non-Brahminical Brahmin, Naranappa, and his subsequent
ritualistic death rite, that is, samskara, the novel questions the traditional ways
of Brahminhood in the Hindu religion. Hypocrisy, dilemma, gluttony, and the
m@mﬁc!ﬁe&mmﬁedwmmmm
vehemwdyaiﬁdsedinanmﬁamim!my.mﬂmm&eofmhmmd
their guru, “the Crest Jewel of Vedic-Learning”, Praneshacharya, are incredibly
conscious of the traditional rituals found in the “Law Books,” but they are
unhwwinglyandhlmﬂygtﬁdedhyﬂwotﬂtodndalhmPhgueMnﬁnds
mﬂof&grduﬁasmilbuemthismﬁmkﬂ.ﬁwymmm&wa&eeﬁfe.
and, subsequently, a tradition becomes a burden, and they begin to suffer from
an existential and identity crisis. This chapter explores how this orthodoxy in
rituals creates the responsibility of tradition and leads them to suffer an
existential crisis.

Keywords: burden of tradition, existential crisis, orthodoxy in rituals, non-

lsmail Sarkar

Ismail Sarkar
University of Kalyani, West Bengal, India
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